Rheumatic fever, reactive arthritis, and musculoskeletal infections in children.
Infections may cause musculoskeletal symptoms either by inducing reactive disease or by directly infecting bone, joints, or muscle. Differentiation of reactive disease from direct infections of the musculoskeletal system is an important clinical problem. Both reactive disease and direct infections result from interactions of the host, the environment, and the infecting agent. This review provides an update of the recent literature on rheumatic fever, the classic example in rheumatology of reactive disease, and direct musculoskeletal infections.